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IN CASO DI MANCATO RECAPITO INVIARE AL CMP/CPO DI ROSERIO VIA C. BELGIOIOSO,
165/11 MILANO PER LA RESTITUZIONE AL MITTENTE PREVIO PAGAMENTO RESI

More of the very best!
This spring 2008 issue of Primary Times marks an
important moment in our publishing history. Your
magazine is permanently increasing the number of its
pages from twenty to twenty-four so that we have more
space to dedicate to TEFL methodology, teaching ideas
and photocopiable materials for the classroom. 

Articles in this issue include considerations on
producing plays in the classroom, ideas for using role
play and rhymes, as well as worksheets dedicated to
Easter, Mother’s Day and April Fool’s Day. Readers are
reminded that there are many other worksheets and
recordings of songs dedicated to these festivities 
on the very recently up-dated festivities page on
www.lang-longman.it website.

This issue of Primary Times is being posted to
subscribers together with a pamphlet presenting 

SUPER SUNNY DAYS

the fantastic new revised edition of a very successful
English language course for children.
Extra materials for teachers who choose to adopt this
course in either the first, second or fourth classes in
2008 include a Theatre Book with ten short plays
which can be performed by the children, Passport to
England and Passport to English Speaking Countries,
two manuals of photocopiable resources for the
teacher on the theme of Life and Traditions, classroom
posters, DVDs, audio CDs as well as a complete
Teacher’s Guide to the course.
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W O R K S H E E T

• Follow the Busy Bunny around the world! Number the pictures and write the names of the cities
and countries.

The Busy Bunny lives in Londona

and hops over to Romeb

and then to New York,c

down to Sydneyd off he goes.
Can you see him to and fro?
Hopping all the way,
giving children eggs
along the way!
What a world!
In Greecee the Busy Bunny breaks an egg
on a front door for good luck!
And in Germanyf he leaves the egg
under an Easter tree with twigs 
and painted eggs.
Busy Bunny on the go!
Up to Swedeng where children 
keep an egg in their pocket
as a talisman...
... and back to London!
Happy Easter World!
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EaEasTer Egg MossTer Egg Mosaicsaics

EaEasTer rainbowsTer rainbow

W O R K S H E E T

Teacher’s note: make children talk about how eggs are different in sizes and colours. Vocabulary: eggs, colours, sizes, shapes.

Teacher’s note: introduce vocabulary related to Easter and peace: joy, peace, dreams, happiness, Easter, red, green, pink, yellow and orange.

• You need: tissue paper, cardboard, scissors, glue, brushes.
• Draw different size egg shapes on the cardboard. Cut paper eggs.
• Thin the glue with water. Allow children to tear the tissue paper in small pieces and brush the glue on the egg.
• Stick the pieces of tissue paper on the eggs.

• Colour the Easter Rainbow.

Colour code:
Joy: red
Peace: green
Dreams: pink
Happiness: yellow
Easter: orange

• Complete and learn.

Joy is ............................................, Easter is ............................................ and peace is ............................................ . 
............................................ is happiness and ............................................ are dreams.
HAPPY EASTER!



6

Primary TimesPrimary Times

Stefania Scardigli

When we are in the final years of primary school,
nowadays referred to as the secondo biennio, we
need to present our students with language they can
use if they get the opportunity to visit an English
speaking country. The problem we face is to provide
our students with an environment as close as
possible to reality so that they can practise, for
example, ordering and paying for an ice cream.

Drama and role play language tasks come to the
teacher’s aid by providing a controlled environment,
where students can face a real life experience
knowing in advance what is going to happen. In this
way anxiety is eliminated and the children can
concentrate on the fun of the activity: they can get
satisfaction by being involved in a successful
communicative activity in a second language.

Here is an example of my own experience of a
project for students to consolidate the language of
shopping in primary year four.

The project, culminating with the dramatization of a
shopping day, was organised over a period of
several lessons and included:

• revision of known vocabulary and structures
(especially useful for weaker students),

• introduction of new words and phrases,  
• arts and crafts activities to prepare the

necessary “props”, in order to stimulate all
abilities and multiple intelligences. 

The following steps are only indicative. Two of them
could be put together or one could be divided
according to the level of the class, the teacher’s
needs or the time available. One step could take
more than one lesson, also depending on the
number of students in the class.

Step one – vocabulary revision and structure
reinforcement
Remind the children of topics and lexis previously
taught. This can be done as a start up at the
beginning of the year or as a revision activity
whenever needed. It can be done very simply,
writing on the board all the words prompted by the

Using rUsing role play and drama:ole play and drama:
shoppingshopping

children on a given topic, for instance answering
the questions 

• Which animals do you know? 
• Which of these are pets?

or by creating word games such as Odd one out or
topic centred Wordsearch.
The teacher can also use the opportunity to revise
language structures:

• Do you like...? I like… I don’t like…
• Have you got...? I have got... I haven’t got ….
• What are you wearing?, etc.

This can be an appropriate time to introduce Can I
have...? Here you are. and the polite forms, if not
already encountered.

Step two – the shops
The teacher groups the words that have been listed
by topic and at the same time presents the name of
the shop that sells each group of items, as well as
the language Where can I buy…? This is also an
appropriate time to point out the cultural differences
regarding shops and what they sell. For example, at
a newsagent’s in the UK you can find chocolates
and fruit juice while this is unthinkable in an Italian
edicola.
Be aware that some children, especially in larger
cities, may tell you that everything can be found at a
supermarket, so have an answer ready, such as: We
are talking about a small village in Cornwall where I
went last summer and there were no supermarkets
in the village.
Depending on the level of the class, the teacher can
decide whether to explain about specific shops (You
can buy meat and sausages at the butcher’s, bread
and cakes at the baker’s) or refer to a more generic
food shop.

Step three – money matters
This step will probably have to be spread over more
than one lesson. 
The teacher can begin by revising numbers as well
as introducing the monetary systems used in the UK
or the USA. It can be useful to bring into the class
some realia such as coins or banknotes as well as
encouraging mathematical operations converting
euro into sterling or dollars. 
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Include reading prices as an exercise. Point out that,
for instance, £9.55 can be read as nine pounds and
fifty-five pence or more commonly nine fifty-five.
The question forms should also be included in the
practice exercises: How much does it cost? How
much is it?

Step four – arts and crafts
The teacher needs to organise the creation of the
props to be used in the final role play exercise.
These arts and crafts activities can be spread as short
sessions over more than one lesson.
The props needed for the shopping role play should
include:

• the names and categories of the shops; from
shop signs (The Florist’s) to the name (Flora’s
Flowers);

• posters which can act as window displays;
• pictures (flashcards) of products on sale;
• realia where appropriate, such as stuffed

animals for the pet shop;
• toy money, both coins and notes, for the

shopkeepers and the customers.
Before starting the role play activity ensure that all
the products on sale have labels showing the prices.

Step five – the role-play activity
Every child has to invent a shopping list either as a
class or homework activity.
The teacher should tell the students the maximum
and minimum number of items they have to buy in
each shop.
The shops can simply be a desk with the flashcards
on display and the shop assistant sitting or standing
behind it. The sophistication of the shop will
depend on how much time has been dedicated to
the arts and crafts activities.
The teacher can let the children volunteer to be
shopkeepers or customers and later get them to
change roles.

The shopkeepers
Although the teacher will be moving around the
class monitoring the language used by the children,
the shopkeepers should be told that they must close
their shops if the customers use any language other
than English!

The shopkeepers will have to be familiar with the
language used in various expressions such as:

• formal greetings
• being able to say the price of different items

by reading the price labels
• selling and accepting payment for items

• calculating and giving of change (the latter in
more advanced classes)

The customers
The children must queue in front of the shop if the
shopkeeper is busy with another customer (civiltà!).
The customers will have to be familiar with the
language used in various expressions such as:

• formal greetings
• asking for availability of item
• asking for price of item
• offering money as payment
• accepting change when appropriate

By limiting the number of items the children must
buy in each shop, the teacher can control the length
of time dedicated to the activity.
If one of the shopkeepers runs out of merchandise,
he/she can close the shop and become a customer;
if a customer buys all the items on the shopping list,
(or the minimum set by the teacher), he/she can
switch roles and become the shop assistant of one
of the shops.

The children will be proud that they are able to
perform in the role play proving that they can use
expressions to buy and sell in the English language. 

In order to avoid broken conversations, the teacher can
write a typical language exchange on the board. The
children who have doubts or do not remember the
sequence of expressions can refer to these prompts.
The model I used was the following, but, of course,
many variations are possible.

Customer: Good morning (or good afternoon)!
Shopkeeper: Good morning.
C: Have you got a pencil sharpener? / Can I
have a blue pencil sharpener?
S: Yes. / Certainly. Here you are.
C: Thank you. How much is it?
S: It’s 69p.
C: Here you are.
(They exchange money)
S: Here you are. / Here is your change.
C: Thank you.
S: Good bye.
C: Good bye.

Before starting the role play, ask at least one pair to
come to the front of the class and act out the
dialogue so that the other children can appreciate
what is expected of them. The children may also
make suggestions which can be incorporated into
the language task.
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PICTURE PROMPTS W O R K S H E E T

Here are four pictures which give the children the opportunity to listen to and speak about holidays at the seaside.
Use and ask the children to use the present continuous when they are describing a picture e.g. The woman is reading a newspaper.
Some verbs illustrated: sunbathing, reading, making a sandcastle, talking on the phone, playing beach volley, swimming, sailing,
digging a hole, eating, jumping, running after, wearing swimsuit/bathing trunks, wearing sunglasses.

The partner must colour picture 3 following the information in
the sentences. Get them to compare the completed pictures.

Picture 4 – Spot the difference – speaking (listening) to writing
(reading)
There are 10 differences between picture 4 and the other
pictures (which are all the same).
Ask the children to work in groups and write sentences
describing the differences.
Write a model sentence on the blackboard such as: In picture 4
(the man under the umbrella is wearing a hat but in the other
pictures he’s not).

Picture 1 – Colour dictation – teacher to students
Dictate sentences to the class and ask them to colour the
pictures.
Use expressions such as: 
The trunks of the boy on the left are yellow. 
The sandals of the girl near the sandcastle are red.

Picture 2 – Colour – silent activity
Ask the children to colour the picture as they want but not to
show it to their partner.

Pictures 2 and 3 – Colour dictation – student to student
The children work in pairs and say sentences about picture 2.

1 2

3 4
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Children tend to learn a new language more
easily when they are personally involved in the
learning process. This involvement often includes
the children taking part in role play or acting.
Children generally appreciate the fact that, when
acting, they do not have to worry about selecting
words and expressions as they are following a
script that has been previously prepared. 
Young children do not, generally, have difficulty
in memorising short sentences. 
Using role playing and dramatisation in class will
encourage the children to become more 
self-confident and to improve their language skills.

Cutting out and craft work tasks which involve
construction of objects are always popular
activities with children, especially when the
objects are things that they will wear or use
during a role play such as a mask, a costume,
rabbit’s ears…

When the children are working on these
activities they can be encouraged to speak in
English, using simple classroom language such
as pass me …, please; give me …, please; have
you got …? etc. 
When children are having fun, they will be
unaware of how hard they are working. This is
especially true when they are producing things
that will be of use later on in the lesson.  

Role playing and theatre games can help the
children learn how to cooperate with their
peers, to solve problems and to think critically
about a project.
In this Kids’ Corner we have included some tips
and instructions for simple role play activities
for young children. The activities are linked to

Kids’ Corner is
a special section

dedicated
to very young

learners.

Easter and the British traditional Easter Egg
Hunt, which will help the teacher introduce a
little information on life and civilisation too.
On Easter morning, parents hide coloured 
hard-boiled eggs in the house or in the garden.
The children have great fun searching for all the
eggs that have been hidden. 
If your school has a garden or a
courtyard/playground, why not organise a real
Easter Egg Hunt for your pupils?! Alternatively,
you can always use your classroom or, if other
teachers agree, classrooms on the same floor.
A good start for an Easter Egg Hunt can be to
ask children to bring in and decorate their own
hard-boiled eggs.
Then you can teach a short Easter rhyme and ask
children to memorise it. You can also ask
children to become Easter Bunnies following the
simple instructions for the making of the ears.

Kids’Corner
Giulia Abbiati

What you need:
one hard-boiled egg per child
coloured paint
one paint brush per child
glue
glitter or other similar decorations
one black felt-tip pen
a basket for the class

Activity 1: Make Your Easter Egg
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Easter Bunny Rhyme

EASTER BUNNY HERE
EASTER BUNNY THERE
HIDING EGGS EVERYWHERE.
ONE GREEN EGG, ONE RED EGG
ONE PINK EGG JUST FOR YOU!
COLOUR TWO BLUE
ONE YELLOW AND PURPLE, TOO!
EASTER BUNNY HERE
EASTER BUNNY THERE
COLOURED EGGS EVERYWHERE!

What you do
1. Ask the children to decorate their egg with their favourite colours.
2. Ask the children to put some glue here and there on the egg, where they want to stick other

decorations.
3. Stick glitter or other decorations onto the egg. Wait until the glue has dried. 
4. Ask each child to write their name on their egg.
5. Put all the eggs into the basket. 

Store the eggs in a safe place, ready to be hidden on the day you have chosen for the Easter Egg Hunt.

Activity 2: Easter Egg Hunt
Teach the Easter Bunny Rhyme to the class. Photocopy the drawing and ask the children to find the
eggs hidden in the picture and to colour them as in the rhyme.


