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One of the happiest times of the year for children is
rapidly approaching, the Christmas season. The
children will be very motivated to take part in

Christmas activities whether they be manipulative
tasks or reading/listening to stories and
information about the season. It’s a great
opportunity for the children to discover the
differences in Christmas traditions between
Italy and the United Kingdom. Also, get the

children who come from different regions
or different cultures to talk about how
they celebrate the Christmas season.
In this issue we have included the lyrics
and music links to many popular
Christmas carols that are sung by the
young and the old. Other seasonal
materials include worksheets,
Christmas theatre as well as
information on non-religious activities
suitable for this time of year.
One of the consequences of changes
taking place in the organisation of the
Italian primary schools is that more and
more teachers of L2 are also teachers of
L1 or other subjects on the primary
curriculum. With this in mind, we are
including a special insert – ELMEDI
EXPRESS – in this issue of Primary Times.
This first insert will be especially useful for
the teacher of Italian. The material features

a board game based on aspects of citizenship
to be played in small groups. The board game can

be photocopied if more than one group wants to play at
the same time. If you do not teach L1, please pass the insert to

another teacher, we are sure that they will appreciate the gesture.
Have a great Christmas and a restful New Year!Special insert

ELMEDI EXPRESS

For teachers of L1
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Christmas comes but once a year…
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By using a map of the world the teacher can continue to talk about celebrations and traditions in other
parts of the world. 
The Japanese give gifts and eat turkey, they throw dried beans in corners of their homes for good luck. 
In Poland, ’Father Frost’ brings gifts to kids and they use homemade ornaments to decorate the tree
along with apples and nuts. The Polish eat sauerkraut, fish, potato pancakes and beef stew.
In Brazil New Year’s Eve seems to be the favourite festival because no matter what religion you practice
everybody gets together and has a big party. Everyone dresses in white and goes to the beach at night
to see the fireworks and give presents to Yamanja, the goddess of the ocean. 
On Christmas Day in Ireland, Father Christmas gives presents to children, and families place a candle
in the window as a welcome sign. 
In China children decorate stockings, which are left out so ‘old Father’ can fill them with gifts. Boys
and girls decorate the house with red Chinese paper lanterns and watch fireworks. 
Christmas in Australia is always about 30° Celsius which makes it rather hot! (see Primary Times
December 2007 - Issue 28)
It doesn’t matter when you celebrate, where you live, what you eat and drink or how you decorate,
giving gifts seems to be a part of Christmas everywhere in the world!

Looking across the curriculum and not only the world, teachers may consider Christmas and...
English Language Arts: Christmas Cards will cover the basic English requirements including writing,
grammar, spelling and punctuation and reading. 
Happy Christmas Word Hunt: a simple activity where students work in pairs or groups and see how
many words they can make from the letters in Happy Christmas (for example, thirst, party). 
Maths: demonstrate fractions by measuring 1 cup, 1/2 cup and 1/4 cup of flour or butter to make a
Christmas cake or biscuits. Do the same with teaspoon measurements of spices and sugar. Intensify
learning by allowing children to taste a variety of spices. Children love to cook and eat and this provides
opportunities to read, measure, weigh and observe changes caused by heating or chilling. Bring a globe
to the classroom and point out the country where a particular spice or cake is grown or used. 
Christmas Maths: make a large flat Christmas tree out of green cardboard, draw a star and cut it and
put it on top of the tree, write the number 25 on the star, children make decorations to go on the tree
with the number 25 represented. 
Make a Gingerbread House: study Geometry when deciding what size to cut the squares, triangles,
rectangles, circles, archways and other parts of the house. A follow up activity may be to talk about
houses throughout the world. 
Science and History: an ambassador, Dr. Poinsett, brought the first Poinsettia from Mexico in 1828.
Mistletoe is one of Oklahoma’s state flowers, and ancient Celtic people hung it over doors to send off
evil spirits during the winter (the dark time). 
Social Sciences: History, Geography, and Multi-cultural Studies are all part of family trees. Classes may
like to make a family tree instead of a Christmas tree. Discuss family trees with your class, their ethnic
origin and cultural heritage. Talk about family traditions and use a globe to point out where their
country of origin is. Discuss Italy’s old Befana, Scotland’s Hogmanay and so on. 
Geography: children find (see web reference) how Merry Christmas is said around the world and stick
translations on a map. 
Art/writing: what gift would you give to anyone in the world? Draw and describe and personalize your gift tag. 
This brings to an understanding of the children’s family, their country, the community in which they
live in, and of the world around them. 

Website References
www.santas.net/howmerrychristmasissaid.htm
www.akidsheart.com/holidays
www.history.com/minisite

Cecilia Perillo is a teacher at all levels in both the public and private sectors. She is a teacher trainer for LANG-Pearson Longman
and co-author of Sing Along and Primary Teaching Files, LANG-Pearson Longman.



Materials:

green cardboard, red ribbon, pencil, 
scissors and glitter glue

Procedure:

Step 1: each child is encouraged to trace their
hand on a piece of green cardboard with a
pencil.
Step 2: with a pair of scissors, cut out the hand
print.
Step 3: glue the prints together in a wreath 
shape with wrists overlapping.
Step 4: glue on a red ribbon and finish off with
glitter glue.
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Put our hands together – A Handy Wreath!
Craft Activity

W O R K S H E E T
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Valentine’s Day
W O R K S H E E T

• Match the halves of the hearts together to make Valentine’s Day words.

• Copy the words under the pictures.

a. .........................
b. ......................... c. .........................

d. .........................

e. ......................... f. .........................



3. Copy the letters in circles. Unscramble them to find the mystery word.

–––– –––– –––– –––– –––– –––– –––– –––– –––– 
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CHRISTCHRISTMAMAS CROSSWOS CROSSWORDRD
W O R K S H E E T
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1. Link the words and the pictures.

reindeer
mistletoe                     
present
Santa
star
tree
elves
sleigh
stocking

2. Complete the word puzzle.
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Kids’ Corner is
a special section of 

Primary Times
dedicated to very 

young learners.

Kids’Corner
Giulia Abbiati

What you need:
• coloured cardboard
• pencil
• scissors
• paper fasteners

Activity 1: Christmas greetings

What you do
1. Divide the class in small groups.
2. Give each child a different thing to do: one draws, one cuts

out, one punches the holes and one prepares the paper
fasteners, so that everybody will be busy at the same time.

3. Write the greetings on the blackboard and invite the children to
draw the letters. Ask them to:
• draw each letter onto a different piece of cardboard. All the

letters and stars should be approximately the same size.
• cut out the letters and stars and get them to punch holes

where the letters will be clipped together.
• clip the letter with the paper fasteners. Remind the children

to read the words on the blackboard to make sure they are
fastening them together in the correct sequence. 

• put a star between the words so they don’t get mixed up
together when you read.
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Activity 3: Make a hard-boiled Father Christmas...

What you do
1. Cut the cardboard exactly the same size

as the kitchen sponge cloth.
2. Draw a Christmas scene onto the cardboard.

(This could be a scene taken from the
Christmas play, see article on page 19.)

3. Colour the drawing.
4. Use a pencil to draw the shapes of at

least 20 jigsaw puzzle pieces onto the
drawing. Trace them with the sharp
pointed marker.

5. Glue the cardboard onto the sponge
cloth.

6. Cut out the jigsaw puzzle pieces.
7. Work in pairs: exchange your puzzle

and rebuild your partner’s puzzle before
he/she finishes yours!

What you do
1. Glue some cotton wool onto the top of the

hard-boiled egg to make Father Christmas’ hair.
2. Draw and cut out a triangle of red cardboard

to make his hat.
3. Fold the triangle and glue it on the back to

make a small cone.
4. Cut a length of cotton wool and glue it

around the bottom of the cone.
5. Glue the hat on top of the hard-boiled egg.
6. Draw two eyes, a nose and a mouth onto the hard-boiled egg.
7. Cut and glue some cotton wool over and under the mouth of your hard-boiled Father Christmas

to make his moustache and beard.

Activity 4: ... and a hard-boiled Rudolph

What you need:
• one hard-boiled egg per child
• brown cardboard
• red and black markers
• pencil
• glue
• scissors

What you need:
• one kitchen sponge cloth • coloured felt-tip pens • glue
• white cardboard • sharp black pointed marker • scissors
• pencil

Activity 2: Make a Christmas jigsaw puzzle

What you need:
• one hard-boiled egg per child
• coloured markers
• a small piece of red cardboard
• cotton wool
• pencil
• scissors
• glue


