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The land down under 

The landscape is varied. While the interior is dusty 
and dry, the north has tropical beaches and large 
rainforests. Australia’s highest mountains, the Blue 
Mountains and the Australian Alps, and most of the 
country’s rivers, are in the east. Australia has more 
beaches than any other country in the world, and the 
Great Barrier Reef off the north-east coast is over 2,000 
km long. The eucalyptus tree provides food for the 
wildlife, including the famous koalas and kangaroos.  
In the middle of the country stands Uluru (Ayers Rock), 
the world’s largest monolith. It is a sacred place for 
Aboriginal Australians, the native population who 
inhabited the country before the arrival of the English 
in 1770.

Australia is in the southern hemisphere. It is the sixth 
largest country in the world, but it is often called 
the world’s largest island, or smallest continent. It is 
bordered by the Pacific Ocean to the east and the 
Indian Ocean to the west. Australia is the world’s 
oldest and flattest continent. Most of its interior is 
desert, called the outback. 

25 million people live in Australia, mostly in the cities 
by the sea, especially on the south-east coast, where 
the climate is temperate. Canberra is the capital, but 
Sydney is Australia’s most populated city with 5 million 
inhabitants. It is a multicultural city: almost 45% of the 
people living there were born outside Australia. The 
city was founded in 1788 as a British settlement and 
grew up around Sydney Harbour, one of the largest 
natural harbours in the world. Here you can see one 
of the world’s most famous buildings: Sydney Opera 
House. And from the top of Sydney Harbour Bridge, 
built in 1932, you can enjoy an amazing view of Sydney.

Geografia: il continente australiano

Storia:  i viaggi di James Cook e la scoperta dell’Australia

Scienze: la Grande Barriera CorallinaCross-curricular links

Spunti per l’elaborato finale 
Il luogo
Puoi organizzare il tuo elaborato partendo da un testo che descrive un luogo: una città, una regione, un continente. Il 
testo descrittivo riportato di seguito riguarda l’Australia. Puoi partire da questo argomento per collegarti ad argomenti 
studiati nelle altre discipline.
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Talking about the geography of a country 
Potresti esporre in inglese le tue conoscenze sugli aspetti geografici dei paesi di lingua inglese 
studiati. 
Questa mind map è utile per descrivere l’Australia, che puoi aver studiato con i docenti di inglese 
e geografia. Le informazioni contenute nel testo a pag. 1 ti saranno utili per preparare questa 
esposizione orale.
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Avrai studiato anche altri paesi e continenti. Completa questa mind map, basandoti sul modello dato 
per l’Australia e trovando i collegamenti con le altre materie.

beach spiaggia

sea, ocean mare, oceano

harbour, bay baia

island isola

coral reef barriera corallina

river fiume

lake lago

wood, forest, rainforest bosco, foresta, foresta pluviale

waterfall cascata

hill collina

mountain,  
mountain range   

montagna,  
catena montuosa

plateau altopiano

glacier  ghiacciaio

volcano vulcano

field  campo coltivato

plain pianura

valley  valle

KEY WORDS

There is ... / There are ... C’è ... / Ci sono ...

In this area you can find ... In quest’area si può trovare ...

This place is home to ... Questo posto è l’habitat di ...

It is located in ... È situato in ...

It is surrounded by ... È circondato da ...

On the border with ... Al confine con ...

In the north/south/east/west of ... A nord/sud/est/ovest di ...

In the middle of ... In mezzo a ...

USEFUL EXPRESSIONS 

Le seguenti key words e useful expressions ti saranno utili per descrivere in inglese gli 
aspetti geografici di uno dei paesi studiati.


