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Sarah Gudgeon

Start local, think global -

from INVALSI to the 

Pearson Test of English 

for Young Learners

Successful Exam training for young 

learners



• look at how the INVALSI test of English has created the need 

to certify young learner English levels;

• examine the key features of the PTE young learner exams and 

how they fit into the GSE framework;

• look at practical activities which can help students to prepare 

for the exams;

• discuss how we can create a positive learning environment         

and 'can do' attitude towards exams.
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In today's webinar we will:



Legge n.176 25 October 2007

MATHS TEST & ITALIAN TEST
in

Primary School (SP)

2° and 5° Year

Middle School (SSPG)

3° Year 

High School (SSSG)

INVALSI tests in maths and Italian have 

been around for a while:



Decreto Legislativo n.62  13 April 2017

INVALSI ENGLISH TEST
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High school (SSSG)

Students in 5° Year  

(from 2019)

Primary School (SP)

Students in 5° Year

from  2018

Middle School 

(SSPG)

Students in 3°
Year

from 2018

But as of this year students will have to 

take the INVALSI test of English too:



• a standardized NATIONAL test;

• provides a ‘benchmark’ or model level 

of education that students need to 

attain;

• monitors and evaluates learning at a 

regional or national scale;

• is recognised by institutions WITHIN 

ITALY

6

What is an INVALSI test?
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By using the Pearson Test of English our students 

can get a globally recognised certificate which 

corresponds with the GSE European levels which 

were designed specifically with young learners in 

mind. 

But what if we can give 

our students an 

INTERNATIONALLY 

recognised level of 

English?



• internationally recognised scale for measuring English    

language levels

• closely aligned to the CEFR but more detailed indication of 

progress in language proficiency

• GSE 22-29 is equivalent to A1 level on CEFR

• GSE 30-36 is equivalent to A2 
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What is the Global Scale of English 

(GSE)?



The PTE tests are aimed at young learners between the ages of 8 

and 13 so  we can expect students to take their first test in the 3rd 

or 4th year of Primary school.

What options are available to our students

with the PTE tests ?
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There are four tests in the Pearson 

suite of YL exams:

 Firstwords

 Springboard

 Quickmarch

 Breakthrough



Firstwords:
Level 1
(pre A1)

Test takers demonstrate that they can: 

• read the English alphabet and recognize simple words and phrases 

in both written and spoken English; 

• understand and talk about basic facts related to their own lives and 

environments. 
Source: Guide to Pearson Test of English Young Learners



Springboard:
Level 2
(A1)

In addition to the skills required at Firstwords, test takers 

demonstrate that they can: 

 talk about their feelings, habits, likes and dislikes; 

 form questions to obtain the above information from others; 

 read and listen with an understanding of key information; 

 write a simple text about their own lives to a standard that 

communicates meaning.
Source: Guide to Pearson Test of English Young Learners



Quickmarch:
Level 3
(A1+)

In addition to the skills required at Firstwords and Springboard, test 

takers demonstrate that they can: 

 read texts with understanding, and understand the gist and key 

information in familiar listening contexts; 

 talk about their own lives in terms of habits, likes, dislikes, future 

plans and past events; 

 write a simple text about their own life or a familiar environment to 

a standard that can be readily understood.
Source: Guide to Pearson Test of English Young Learners, February 2012



Breakthrough:
Level 4
(A2+)

In addition to the skills required at Firstwords, Springboard and Quickmarch, 

test takers demonstrate that they can: 

 describe sensations; 

 give instructions and explanations; 

 describe purpose; 

 give opinions and express preferences; 

 deal with hypothetical situations.
Source: Guide to Pearson Test of English Young Learners



 Reading

 Writing

 Listening

 Speaking

All of these four skills are needed to 

communicate effectively in any 

language.
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What skills are tested in 

the PTE tests?



What is the test format ?

The general test format is the same for all 4 of the PTE tests:

 6 tasks based on listening, reading and writing;

 2 speaking tests

Total time allowed 

- for the Firstwords, Springboard and Quickmarch written test is 60 

minutes; 

- for Breakthrough 1hour and 15 minutes

Duration of the speaking test at all levels is 20 minutes.



How can you make sure your students are

ready for these tests?

The PTE tests are child friendly, scenario based tests where the 

students get to follow the adventures of  The Brown Family, but 

they are still tests and as such students need to prepare for them. 

Each level requires the students to be confident in the use of 

different grammar and vocabulary:





Let's play verb bingo kids. 

Write down 6 past simple irregular verbs

on your bingo cards. I'll shout out the infinitive.

First one to circle all their verbs wins.

Don't forget to shout 'bingo!'.

For the Quickmarch and Breakthrough tests students must also 

know past simple verbs, regular and irregular for example. Make 

sure your students know them. Make practice fun, play verb bingo.



Take the time to make your 

students feel confident about 

taking the test; share tips and 

strategies.



☛ Nell’esercizio 2, devi sottolineare i verbi

corretti. Devi usare il past simple perché

Nick ormai è arrivato: il viaggio (journey)

è finito.

Ricorda: solo un’opzione è quella corretta.

Controlla le regole di spelling a pagina ?.

☛ Nell’esercizio 3, devi completare

utilizzando i verbi nel box.

Ricorda: devi trasformarli al past simple

perché sia il viaggio (journey) di Nick, sia il

pigiama party (sleepover) di Olivia a casa di

Gemma sono eventi del passato.

Abbina ogni verbo al soggetto a cui si

riferisce.



Go through the Top

Tips with your 

students. Use the 

strategies to make 

them active learners.
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There are different strategies and tips available for all of the tasks in the 

new PTE booklets. Why not set up a weekly PTE group?

Use class time to go through the strategies and tips and then get the 

students to do the task at home. Remember to always compliment the 

students for their effort and keep them on the learning path.



Practice, practice, practice!

There are past exam papers available online at www.pearson.it, in the PTEYL 

guides or in the new PTE booklets.

Get you students to do as many as they can once they have completed the 

preparatory tasks. This will give you and them a realistic expectation of the score 

they can expect to achieve. 

http://www.pearson.it/


Pre-Practice Tip:

Elicit the question words from your 

students.

who    what    where     why    when

Remind students of the word order for 

question formation: QASI



All students get some recognition

for taking part in the PTE tests. 

Those who pass get a certificate
with either a pass, merit or 

distinction





Those who don't pass the exam 

get a 

candidate performance report.





Have fun!

The excellent range of materials available means that you really 

can have fun with your students whilst preparing them for 

success.

Even speaking practice takes the form of a game:



1.How do you feel when you see your 

grandparents?

2.What are you going to do when school finishes 

today?

3.How are you going to spend your next 

birthday?

4.How did you feel when you got up this 

morning?

From Breakthrough board game, Pearson.



Get your students using English in everyday 

contexts that translate over to the real world: 

they will discover the joy of a 'living language' and 

be able to prove their skills as well. 

An early and positive start on the path to 

academic recognition will stand your students in 

good stead for the future.



Thank you for your time today.

And remember:

THINK BIG.
START LOCAL.
GO GLOBAL.



Useful info: 

certificates, materials, 

archives, video 

tutorials, 

calendar of events
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1. Certificate of attendance

To obtain a certificate of attendance, valid to certify

obligatory training hours:
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2. All materials and video lessons are available 

in the Pearson Education Library:



3. Upcoming webinars on 

pearson.it/pearson-academy



Pearson Academy Facebook page

Follow us on Facebook!

You can stay up to date on upcoming

training events. Receive articles and news 

on Italian schools and International 

schools and much more. 

Fan page

Pearson Academy – Italia



Thank you for joining 

us!
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