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Pearson Test of 
English Young 
Learners 
A child-friendly 
approach to testing 
English 



Why pick PTE Young Learners? 
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PTE Young Learners delivers a relaxed, friendly and enjoyable testing experience 
that is a natural continuation of what happens in the classroom. At all levels 
students are introduced to the Brown family. Children learn and take part in their 
everyday life, adventures and mishaps… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Learners is ideal for introducing students to assessment, and as a way of 
building students' confidence and motivation, and raising school standards. 

 



In detail 



PTE Young Learners at a glance 
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Type of test General English graded assessment program at four levels of 
proficiency 

Skills tested Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing 

Levels PTE YL  – Firstwords 
PTE YL  – Springboard 

PTE YL  – Quickmarch 
PTE YL  – Breakthrough 

Age Children & Young teenagers (8 to 13) 

Test format Part 1: written section (paper & pen) 
Part 2: spoken paper (board game & topic based) 

Test length PTE YL FW – 1 hour  
PTE YL SB – 1 hour 

PTE YL QM – 1 hour  
PTE YL BT – 1 hour 15 minutes 



Task 1 
(Breakthrough) 



Task 2 
(Breakthrough) 



Task 4 
(Breakthrough) 



Task  5 
(Breakthrough) 



Task  6 
(Breakthrough) 



Friendly and enjoyable: the group 
speaking test 
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Building Blocks 



Language Development and 
Vocabulary 
Graded language by level – language structures developed 
incrementally 
 
Vocabulary introduced through relevant themes building on 
language previously learnt 
 
At what level are the following presented 
FW 
SB 
QM 
BT 
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The verb ‘to be’ in the present tense: ‘He’s John, Are you Mary?, I’m not 
tired’ 
 
The simple present tense for habits: Lions eat meat, The baby doesn’t eat 
hamburgers, Does Mr. Brown start work at 8? 
 
The simple past tense: walked, I didn’t walk, Did you walk to school? 
 
Present perfect: Have you ever been to Madrid? 
 
Simple conjunctions: ‘and, but’ 
 
Question words: How often?, What time, How much? 
 
‘Going to’ for future plans:  I’m going to visit my Aunt next week. 
 
First Conditional with if: If Annie finishes her homework she will go out. 
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beautiful 
 
cheerful 
 
flat 
 
jealous 
 
boring 
 
cloudy 
 
frightening 
 
brave 
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Recognising 
achievement 



Marking – Quickmarch as Example  

TASK SKILL TASK TYPE SCORING 

1 Listening Multiple choice (3 options) dichotomous 
computer marked 

2 Listening/ 
writing 

Written answers to 
questions 

dichotomous 
clerically marked 

3 Reading / 
Writing 

Dialogue Completion depending on degree of accuracy 
expert marked 

4 Reading Matching pictures with 
utterances 

dichotomous 
clerically marked 

5 Reading / 
Writing 

Gap fill (verbs in past 
tense) 

award 1 for correct verb but wrong 
form 
expert marked 

6 Writing Sentence /story writing 
 

depending on degree of accuracy 
expert marked 



Board Game = 10 marks 

Short Talk = 10 marks 

Criteria: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Locally marked – interlocutor also serves as marker 

Vocabulary & 
grammar Pronunciation 

Board Game 0 - 5 0 - 5 

Short Talk 0 – 5 0 - 5 



Marking Criteria 



Grading 
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Combining oral & written, award with chief examiner & statistics of past 
sessions 
 
ü Certificate of attendance 
ü Pass 
ü Merit 
ü Distinction 
    
No set pass marks for grading.  
 
We follow the procedures set by Ofqual, which regulates qualifications and 
examinations in England.  



Good performance is rewarded 
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Level	 2017	 2016	 2015	
Firstwords	 98.1%	 94.9%	 95.0%	
Springboard	 96.6%	 97.6%	 96.7%	
Quickmarch	 91.8%	 96.4%	 93.9%	
Breakthrough	 98.4%	 97.0%	 94.0%	



YL and CEFR and 
the GSE 



Young Learner Test Mapping 

•  Young learners mapped to the CEFR and Global Scale 
through the Global Scale of English Learning Objectives 
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GSE Teacher Toolkit – recent updates 

  



GSE Teacher Toolkit – coming (very) soon! 

  

•  Young Learner Vocabulary (Oct) 

•  Audio pronunciations (British and American) for GSE 
Vocabulary (Oct) 



Assessing Young Learners – October 2017 
 
 
 

Assessment framework to support teachers 
in assessing spoken and written English for 
Young Learners 
 
 



Teacher support on 
English.com/gse 



More details 



Key points for Young Learners 
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•  UK writers only 
•  3 sessions a year 
     Summer sessions   May / June   
     Winter session    November 
 
•  Existing syllabus for each level: wordlist, main structures, topics, and areas 

of language use  
•  Only use the words and structures from the syllabus 
•  Oral items selected from a fixed item pool 
•  Publish past papers as practice tests 



Learning Resources 
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There is a wealth of free learning resources available online offering something for 
everyone! 

•  Practice tests for each level 

•  Downloadable Board Game 

•  Downloadable Topic Card Bingo 

 



To recap 
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1.  Four levels of assessment: Firstwords, Springboard, Quickmarch, Breakthrough 

2. Uses authentic situations from everyday family life that children understand 

3. Child-friendly format: includes board-games, free expression and more 

4. Maximum of 1 hour and 15 minutes testing time 

5. Practical: measures real English by focusing less on grammar and more on 
communication 

6. Delivered by EdExcel and marked independently, showing that your school is 
teaching effectively 



Questions 
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Useful info:  
 

certificates, materials, 
archives, video 

tutorials,  
calendar of events 
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1. Informazioni e supporto 

Per informazioni contatta il tuo consulente personale 
 vai su pearson.it/consulenti-personali 

 
 

Per problemi tecnici contatta il nostro supporto 
pearson.com/supporto 
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2. Attestati di partecipazione 

Per ottenere l’attestato di partecipazione, valido ai fini 
della certificazione delle ore di formazione obbligatoria: 

Novità! 

1. 
Vai su pearson.it/place 

e rispondi ad alcune semplici domande di controllo 
 
2. 

In caso di esito positivo al questionario,  
scarica subito l’attestato. 
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2. All materials and video lessons are available 
in the Pearson Education Library: 



3. Upcoming webinars on  
pearson.it/pearson-academy 



Pearson Academy Facebook page 

Follow us on Facebook! 
 

You can stay up to date on upcoming 
training events. Receive articles and news 

on Italian schools and International 
schools and much more.  

 
Fan page 

Pearson Academy – Italia 



Thank you for joining us! 
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