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What is the Global 
Scale of English?
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Two questions:


1. What is a ‘can-do’ descriptor?  

2. Can you give an example of a ‘can-do’ descriptor? 

?




7 

Can-do descriptors: A1, A2, B1 or B2?


1. Can enter unprepared into conversation on 
familiar topics (e.g. family, hobbies, work).  

2. Can use fixed expressions to keep a 
conversation going (e.g. ‘I see.’ , ‘Right’.) 

3. Can describe future plans and intentions using 
fixed expressions. 

4. Can give detailed accounts of experiences, 
describing feelings and reactions.  
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Can-do descriptors: A1, A2, B1 or B2?


1. Can enter unprepared into conversation on 
familiar topics (e.g. family, hobbies, work).  

2. Can use fixed expressions to keep a 
conversation going (e.g. ‘I see.’ , ‘Right’.) 

3. Can describe future plans and intentions using 
fixed expressions. 

4. Can give detailed accounts of experiences, 
describing feelings and reactions.  

B1 

Can you put these descriptors in order of difficulty? 
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Learning objectives on the GSE


1. Can describe future plans and intentions using 
fixed expressions. GSE 43 

2. Can use fixed expressions to keep a 
conversation going (e.g. ‘I see.’ , ‘Right’.) GSE 44 

3. Can enter unprepared into conversation on 
familiar topics (e.g. family, hobbies, work). GSE 47 

4. Can give detailed accounts of experiences, 
describing feelings and reactions. GSE 49 
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In other words….
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Based on research  involving over 6,000 teachers from more than 50 countries, it 
expands on the CEFR by pinpointing on a scale from 10 to 90 what needs to be 
mastered for the four skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing within a CEFR 
level, using a more granular approach. 
 
Specific GSE resources then help teachers select the right learning objectives, 
grammar and vocabulary required for their learners to move on to the next level. 
 
Why a scale of 10 - 90? 
There’s not enough language below 10 to measure accurately. Above 90 there are not 
enough differences to measure (plus, no one is perfect in a language!) 

The Global Scale of English (GSE) is the first truly global English Language standard, allowing 
teachers to more accurately and easily measure learner progress.  
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What is the Global Scale of English? 
 





The Global Scale of English 
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100s of new ‘can-do’ statements for all learning environments offer 
learning objectives more evenly across reading, writing, speaking and 
listening - plus vocabulary and grammar. 
 
New research, empirically validated and greatly extends the CEFR by 
showing a learners level with unprecedented precision. 

Learning Objectives 
(booklets) for each 
age and stage  



Is GSE for Young Learners a different scale to GSE for Adults? 
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No. The Global Scale of English is a single proficiency 
scale. All GSE Learning Objectives (Adult, Professional, 
Academic, Young Learners) are rated on the same scale 
and the psychometric (IRT) analysis - carried out before 
any data is made publicly available - compares all sets 
of data with each other on that same proficiency scale. 
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There is, however, a difference in what a Young Learner 
and an Adult Learner at the same GSE level will be able 
to do. GSE Learning Objectives describe particular 
functions that can be performed by a language learner 
at a particular level of proficiency – but Young Learners 
and Adults will be exposed to different language due to 
the differing contexts in which they are operating and 
different language functions will have differing 
relevance. Young Learners and Adults will learn 
different language functions since different age groups 
naturally have different communicative needs and 
preferences and operate in different environments. 
 



Adult Learners Young Learners 
Can express basic intentions with 
simple time markers (e.g. tomorrow). 

Can ask others if they can do 
everyday activities using basic 
language and supported by pictures 
or prompts. 

Can talk about hotel accommodation 
using simple language. 

Can say how they and others get to 
school every day in a simple way. 

Can give a short description of their 
home, family and job, given some 
help with vocabulary. 

Can describe their daily routines in a 
simple way. 

Can make requests related to 
immediate needs using basic fixed 
expressions. 

Can make simple requests to have or 
do something in relation to common 
everyday activities. 

GSE 30: Speaking 



Is GSE for Young Learners a different scale to GSE for Adults? 
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Therefore, a Young Learner at GSE 30 will not 
necessarily be able to do the GSE Learning Objectives 
for Adults that are at or below this level since they may 
not be of communicative relevance to them. Similarly, 
there will be GSE Learning Objectives for Young 
Learners that adults will not necessarily be familiar with 
since they are not of communicative relevance to them.. 
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Global research: over 6,000 teachers from 50 
countries 
 



GSE learning objective creation 
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The Global Scale of English Research Series 

https://www.pearsonelt.com/about/gse/research.html 



Why not just use the 
CEFR?
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Why not just use the CEFR? 

Benefits: 
•  Most widely recognised ELT standard 

•  Flexible framework 
•  Detailed functional syllabus items 

Drawbacks: 
•  What defines ‘at a level’?  

•  Little detail at low levels - none below A1 

•  Adult-centric – no primary information 
•  Uneven coverage of skills 

•  The levels are too wide – so not a clear 
reflection of ability 
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Oh, it’s afternoon! 

What time is it? 

Thanks! 

Accuracy is key to proficiency 



  Which language skill has the most can-do 
statements? 

A Reading 

B  Listening 

C  Speaking 

D Writing 
 

 



  Which language skill has the most can-do 
statements? 

A Reading 

B  Listening 

C  Speaking 

D Writing 
 

 



The CEFR: An uneven distribution of can-do statements 

Listening Speaking Reading Writing 

A1 A2 B1 B2 C1 C2 

Speaking 65% 

A2-B2 A2-B2 A2-B2 A2-B2 



CEFR level boundaries – losing the details of progress 

Start learning        “Perfect” 

Learner Descriptor 

<A1 1
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CEF boundaries 

A1 
A2 

B1 

B2 
C1 

C2 
The slippery slope of learning  



How can the GSE 
help teachers?




Teachers can… 
•  make more informed choices 

about what course content and 
resources to use 

•  develop targeted additional 
materials at the right level 

•  better assess where their learners 
are 

•  better plan and deliver lessons 

•  improve motivation in their 
classes by demonstrating 
regular, small steps of progress 
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How can the GSE 
help students?




Students can… 
 
•  experience success as a result 

of visibility at more granular 
level 

•  understand more explicitly what 
they need to do to make 
progress towards their goals 

•  be motivated by studying 
content that is challenging but 
within reach 

•  become autonomous learners 
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The GSE Teacher 
Toolkit 




 
 
 
 

What does the GSE Teacher Toolkit contain?
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https://www.english.com/gse/teacher-toolkit 

Creating a job profile with the Teacher Toolkit
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Select ‘Professional Learners’ from the ‘Choose Learner’ drop-
down menu 

Step 1 
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Click on the ‘Choose Job Role’ button 

Step 2
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Use the menu to look for specific industries, and select the 
industry you require. 

Step 3 
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Then look for the specific role within the industry. 

Step 4 
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Click on the ‘Show results’ button 

Step 5
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Click on the ‘Create Report’ button and download the results 
as a PDF 

Step 6 
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Focus Ahead – © Pearson  
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Engage – © Pearson  



Identifying and 
teaching vocabulary
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Vocabulary


Topic: Medicine and medical treatment 
GSE 47-55 (B1-B1+) 



55 

Vocabulary


care 
private 
sb’s temperature 
test 
operate 
pharmacy 
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Vocabulary




Online resources Print resources Aligned products Assessments 

An End-to-End Solution 



Questions?




Useful info:  
 

certificates, materials, 
archives, video 

tutorials,  
calendar of events 
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1. Certificate of attendance 

To obtain a certificate of attendance, valid to certify 
obligatory training hours: 

New! 
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2. All materials and video lessons are available 
in the Pearson Education Library: 



3. Upcoming webinars on  
pearson.it/pearson-academy 



Pearson Academy Facebook page 

Follow us on Facebook! 
 

You can stay up to date on upcoming 
training events. Receive articles and news 

on Italian schools and International 
schools and much more.  

 
Fan page 

Pearson Academy – Italia 



Thank you for joining 
us! 
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