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INVALSI:
Keep Calm and Don’t 

Panic!
A Guide to Success with No Stress in  

English at Lower Secondary School



In today’s webinar we will…..

• look at how the INVALSI test of English fits in with other INVALSI 

tests

• understand exactly what is an INVALSI test

• look at the Global Scale of English in comparison to the CEFR

• examine the components, layout and structure of the test

• look at effective ways to prepare students for the exam
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Where does the INVALSI test of English 

fit in?

Legge n.176 25 October 2007

MATHS TEST & ITALIAN TEST

in

Primary School (SP)

2° and 5° Year

Middle School (SSPG)

3° Year

High School (SSSG)



Where does the INVALSI test of English 

fit in?
Decreto Legislativo n.62  13 April 2017

INVALSI ENGLISH TEST

Middle School (SSPG)

Students in 3° Year

from 2018
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High school (SSSG)

Students in 5° Year

(from 2019)

Primary School (SP)

Students in 5° Year

from 2018



INVALSI Test of English

4th-21st April 2017

565.000  3° Year Students

Computer Based Test
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What is an INVALSI test?

INVALSI stand for :-

Istituto Nazionale per la Valutazione del 

Sistema dell’ Istruzione
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What is an INVALSI test?

•a standardized national test

•provides a ‘benchmark’ or model level of 

education that students need to attain

•monitors and evaluates learning at a regional 

or national scale
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What do INVALSI tests mean

for the teacher?

• can recognize  their individual class’ and pupil’s 

level of learning compared to others in a region or in 

the country

•see if students are meeting pre-designated goals

•have an instrument to evaluate their own teaching 

and make adjustments and changes if necessary
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This way!

INVALSI  tests demonstrate how far students have come

on their learning path and in which direction

they need to go next.
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Introduction of National Standards Tests in Europe



Standards Tests in Europe

Common Characteristics

•all managed and monitored by a central recognized 

body

•insure that each educational institution in a country 

is providing an appropriate quality and level of 

education approved at a national level

•each child on reaching adulthood is adequately 

prepared to successfully find employment

11



Why INVALSI specifically for English? 

•the EU supports  the idea that every citizen should have a 

second /third language of communication

•through the CEFR, the EU recommends language levels 

to be attained (end Lower Secondary = A2)

•English is the most common language taught in schools in 

Europe

•almost all European countries have a national standard 

English test

•therefore a test is also needed  in Italy

• INVALSI test for English = a placement test / ‘prova di

posizionamento’ .

12



To help us understand 

the INVALSI Test of 

English better:

What exactly does it 

mean to be A1/A2 level 

as a Young Learner?



CEFR

Common European Framework of Reference for

Languages

•result of research by Brian North, 2001

•targeted adults and young adult learners

•6 Bands: A1   A2   B1   B2   C1   C2

•clear language descriptors (Can Do statements)

•not created with youngest learners in mind
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Global Scale of English (GSE)

•internationally recognised scale for measuring English    

language levels

•closely aligned to the CEFR but more detailed indication of

progress in language proficiency

•GSE 22-29 is equivalent to A1 level on CEFR

•GSE 30-36 is equivalent to A2 
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‘The GSE for Young Learners is a major 

breakthrough in the world of ELT, both

for teaching and assessing students, since

it clearly shows how Young Learners

make progress in their different learning

paths.’

Leonor Corradi

Lecturer in English Language Education, IES, 

Buenos Aires, Argentina
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GSE

•a similar proficiency framework to the CEFR but  

specifically targets learners aged 6-14

•‘learners are developing intellectually and 

cognitively at the same time as they are learning 

English, unlike adult learners who have already 

reached full cognitive development when they start’

•adults use English in the same contexts that they 

use L1 (work, travel, socialising)

•children mainly only use English in the classroom
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Summary description GSE 22-29 

(A1)

•‘learners begin to generate basic language 

independently, rather than solely relying on 

memorized chunks

• have a basic repertoire of mostly concrete words, 

simple phrases and functional language related to :-

-personal details

-routine everyday situations

-very familiar topics 

-topics related to school subjects

•dependent on simplified input, clear, slow speech 

and structured support e.g. visuals, cues, prompts, 

written models etc’
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GSE‘Can Do’ statements for A2

•can understand and use a range of simple phrases and 

expressions that they hear and read

•can follow short, simple social exchanges spoken slowly

and clearly

•can communicate limited information related to

everyday situations

•can ask and answer questions on everyday life and 

activities in a simple way 

•can describe people, places and possessions in simple

terms

•can produce very simple paragragh-length connected

texts on familiar topics
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How do we train students for the

CONTENT
in 

the INVALSI test of English?

Use course books based on curriculum

Just Right! PREMIUM
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COMPONENTS

INVALSI test of English

READING

LISTENING

USE OF ENGLISH

(from 2019)



ReadingDURATION:

•40 minutes

TASKS:

•3-4 tasks A1

•A1 Texts (max. length 110 words)

•3-4 tasks A2

•A2 Texts (max. length 220 words)

•comprehension questions ( 3-8 questions)

TYPES OF QUESTIONS:

• multi-choice

•T/F/NG 

•matching

•open questions with short answers (max 4 words)

Part 1

READING



Reading
READING SKILLS NEEDED:

•quick selective reading

•careful reading

TYPES OF TEXT:

•authentic

•continuous and non-continuous text

•in keeping with the  A1/A2 descriptors of the CEFR 

with content that 3° Middle School students are 

familiar with

INSTRUCTIONS:

•in English

•always formulated in the same way

Part 1

READING



DURATION:

•40 minutes

TASKS:

•3-4 tasks A1

•A1 listening tracks (max. length 2 minutes)

•3-4 tasks A2

•A2 listening tracks (max. length 2 minutes)

•comprehension questions ( 3-8 questions)

TYPES OF QUESTIONS:

•multi-choice

•matching

•open questions with short answers (max 4 

words)

Part 2

LISTENING



LISTENING SKILLS NEEDED

•quick selective listening

•careful listening

TYPES OF LISTENING TRACKS: 

•authentic

•in keeping with the  A1/ A2 descriptors of the 

CEFR with content that 3° Middle School

students are familiar with

INSTRUCTIONS:

•in English

•always formulated in the same way

Part 2

LISTENING



INVALSI test of English

How do we train students to cope

with the structure, format and types

of questions?



Successful

INVALSI



Successful INVALSI 

• devided into 3 sections: Reading, Listening and Use

of English

• the tasks in each section are graded in 

difficulty and cover the levels A1 /A2

• all instructions are in English and standardized, as

in the real INVALSI test

• the tasks are 20 items each, as in the real INVALSI 

test



Successful INVALSI 

• there is a ‘liquid’digital version of the book for

preparation for the computer based test and to help 

DSA students

• the audio is available from MYApp or on CD

• all the task types correspond exactly to the real

INVALSI test



Training

•use a little and often

•integrate one task into each lesson

•personalise your learning program

according to students’ needs

•put together tasks to make a ‘mock

test’
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Successful INVALSI



Successful INVALSI

TRAINING TIP!

Students predict type of 

information missing 

before they listen



Successful INVALSI

Training tip!

Students read through all the questions 

before  they listen



Successful INVALSI
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Missing!

Selling!

Training Tip!

Before reading students predict type of information 

they expect to read from the titles.

Successful INVALSI



Successful INVALSI



Successful INVALSI
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Successful INVALSI

Training Tip!

Integrate one or two tasks  

into every lesson
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10 19-20 5 9-10

9 17-18 4 7-8

8 15-16 3 5-6

7 13-14 2 3-4

6 11-12 1 1-2

10 46-50 5 21-25

9 41-45 4 16-20

8 36-40 3 11-15

7 31-35 2 6-10

6 26-30 1 1-5

Reading /  Use of English

Whole test

Marking Scheme



Useful info: 

certificates, materials, 

archives, video 

tutorials, 

calendar of events
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1. Informazioni e supporto

Per informazioni contatta il tuo consulente personale
vai su pearson.it/consulenti-personali

Per problemi tecnici contatta il nostro supporto 
pearson.com/supporto
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1. Certificate of attendance

To obtain a certificate of attendance, valid to certify

obligatory training hours:

1.
Vai su pearson.it/place

e rispondi ad alcune 
semplici domande di controllo

2.
In caso di esito positivo al questionario, 

Scarica subito l’attestato
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2. All materials and video lessons are available 

in the Pearson Education Library:



3. Upcoming webinars on 

pearson.it/pearson-academy



Pearson Academy Facebook page

Follow us on Facebook!

You can stay up to date on upcoming

training events. Receive articles and news 

on Italian schools and International 

schools and much more. 

Fan page

Pearson Academy – Italia



Thank you for your 

attention!
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