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Date 22nd March 2018 – 4pm

Luisa Tracogna

Together we

can get it!

Inclusion and cooperative 

learning in today’s classroom
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Today

1 Today’s English classroom

2
Objectives and challenges in a multilevel 

classroom

3 BES & Dyslexia

4 Cooperative Learning: a strategic tool
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Today’s English classroom

1 Mixed cultural backgrounds

2 Mixed level of ability in the lingua franca

3 Technology

4 Learning difficulties
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Objectives and challenges in a multilevel 

classroom

1 Time: there are only 24 hours in a day

2 Inclusion: everyone is unique

3 Technology: smartphone, tablet, LIM, PC 

4 Evaluation: a direct reflection of your objectives
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BES and English: possible challenges

- BES: any developmental, learning, psychological, physical, 

socio-cultural or behavioral difficulty or disadvantage that 

impedes or creates challenges in learning.

- Possible challenges

- Frustration

- Low self esteem

- Unsure of own ability

- Tiredness

- Fear of making errors and poor results
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BES and English: strategies

- Limit objectives and provide strategies that assist the 

reaching of these

- Work to student strengths, experiences and past 

knowledge allowing for learning success

- Work from skills, needs and potential, not standards

- Allow the use of electronic tools

- Promote cooperative learning or working in pairs/ groups

- Suggest interdisciplinary projects for certain topics

- Constant encouragement

- Avoid excessive homework

- Teach self-evaluation
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The mouse ran under my table

Dyslexia
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Elephant    Ephelant antEleph
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Dyslexia and English: strengths

- Understanding the bigger picture 

- Good spatial/ 3D skills

- Connecting ideas conceptually

- Lateral thinking – “outside the box”

- Sometimes high IQ and cognitive ability

- Can have good interpersonal skills if not withdrawn

- Can be creative artistically, musically, in cooking 

and in computing
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Dyslexia and English: challenges

Writing

- brain to hand
breakdown

- disorganisation

-‘losing’ the right 
word 

- poor handwriting

Listening

- difficulty taking notes 

- easily distracted by 
talking/ noise

- difficulty processing 
multiple instructions

Spelling

- disconnect between 
heard and written 

sound

- poor memory –
can’t “photograph” 

words 

- poor recollection of 
sequences

Reading

- ‘losing’ themselves 
when reading text –
silently and aloud 

- disconnect between 
words read and 

comprehension of text

Speaking

- difficulty with rhyming 
words

- may confuse sounds 
and words

- can be slow talkers –
ideas catch up with 

speech
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Dyslexia and English: specific strategies

Writing

- Provide written 
notes from slides

- Use a PC, 
SmartPen

- Simple tasks: 
postcard, email

- Avoid Italian 
English translations

Listening

- Avoid dictation

- Listen and read 
then paraphrase

- Breakdown the 
setting, people 

and words

-

Spelling

- avoid focussed
spelling work

- Use picture 
flashcards

Reading

- avoid asking to read 
aloud

- Connect photos to 
phrases

- Use a glossary

- Form mind maps

- Colour code concepts 
(the 5 Ws)

Speaking

- Role playing 
(Total Physical 

Response)

- Contextualise
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Dyslexia and English: general strategies

- Read the PDPs

- Give extra time to ‘process’ information

- Make lesson structure ‘predictable’ in English

- Use pictures, colour coding, stories, realia, 

audiobooks, mindmaps, tablets, electronic 

dictionaries and PCs

- Encourage peer support

- Connect past topics to new topics conceptually

- Don’t assume past topics have been assimilated –

bring them back periodically

- Promote self-evaluation
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Dyslexia and English: testing and evaluation

- Testing

- Set a fixed test date and don’t move it

- Make sure your photocopies are clear – written in Arial or Verdana 12 

or 14

- Simplify instructions and write them in Italian

- Read instructions and texts aloud

- Provide shorter or simplified texts and few, closed questions

- Provide a simple mind map for vocabulary and spelling 

- Allow the use of an electronic dictionary

- Use colour coding used in class to distinguish grammatical forms (ex: 

adverbs in blue, nouns in green)
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Dyslexia and English: testing and evaluation
- Evaluation

- opt for oral testing – where possible – or balance poor written exam 

scores

- Give more weight to oral exams

- Don’t evaluate quantity/ length

- Provide a copy of the written exam after it’s completed to look at 

correct responses at home

- Evaluate content and knowledge, not form or errors 

- Always distinguish between a test and an evaluation
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Cooperative Learning: A learning strategy

1 Group work or a group that works?

2 Each person has specific responsibilities that 

reflect their capabilities and skills

3 The teacher is a facilitator of learning

4 Collaboration, respect and self-evaluation are key
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Why use Cooperative Learning?

1 It motivates

2 Interdependence

3 Cognitive aims = learning success



The five elements of cooperative learning
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Interdependence

- All members

contribute

- Each contribution is

important

Individual

accountability

- Each member

must complete & 

contribute their task

Social skills

- Social skills are 

learned

- The teacher is a 

support in learning

Positive interaction

- Materials are shared

- Strategies are discussed

and solutions reached

together

Evaluation

- Helps the teacher

- Encourages self-

refelction of 

performance and effort

- Intended as a motivator



Elements to a successful cooperative learning lesson
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Social skill 
development

Teacher

Creation of 
groups

classroom 
materials

classroom 
(or 2)

Activity/ 
activities

Evaluation
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Cooperative Learning in practice: What to do

- Choose the specific lesson (day and time).

- Select the topic you want to teach in the 

lessons.

- Divide the class into groups of three. 

- Breakdown the content for the lessons. 

- Write down the instructions for each 

student.

- Create a ‘what do you know’ worksheet, 

topic presentation and evaluation.
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Cooperative Learning: An example
- Teachers: Luisa Tracogna and support teacher

- Lessons: 10.00 – 11.00am on Monday (09/04, 16/04, 23/04, 30/04 and test on 

07/05).

Learning Objectives

• learn to use simple grammatical structures correctly

• learn new vocabulary related to daily life

• understand simple texts

• give a simple description in oral or written form

Social Objectives

• use a calm voice during discussion

• follow the activity instructions to complete the activity in the 
given time

• respect you classmates speed

• learn to self-evaluate.
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Cooperative Learning: An example

Group 1

• Student x: 
Mark

• Student y: 
Penny

• Student z: 
Sam 

Group 2

• Student y: 
Sally

• Student z: 
Phil

Student x:
Doug

Group 3

• Student z: 
Judy

• Student x: 
Will

Student y: 
Laura

Student x: fair language skills 

Student y: low language skills   

Student z: good language skills



Topic Rule or example

This is

easy for 

me (X)

This is

difficult for 

me (X)

Present and Past forms of 

the verb TO BE (affermative)

Present and Past forms of 

the verb TO BE (negative)

Questions

Simple prepositions

The verb CAN

Words about 

SCHOOL SUBJECTS

Words about HOBBIES

What do you know: Lesson 1
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Listen to the text on 

pg 114 

countable & uncountable

• Y: underline the countable
and uncountable nouns in 
different colours

• X: complete ex. 33

Z: complete ex. 34

All: share answers

- Student y (low): help everyone keep a 

low voice

- Student x (fair): help complete the 

task in time

- Student z (good): help follow the 

instructions 

Instructions: Lesson 1



***** **** *** ** *

learn to use simple grammatical structures 

correctly

learn new vocabulary related to daily life

understand simple texts

give a simple description in oral or written 

form

use a calm voice during discussion

follow the activity instructions to complete 

the activity in the given time

respect you classmates speed

learn to self-evaluate.

Self evaluation of learning and social objectives: Lesson 1



Reflection: Lesson 1

1) Which learning objective did you reach the best today? Why?

2) Which learning objective did you not reach today? Why?

3) Which social objective did you reach the best today? Why?

4) Which social objective did you not reach today? Why?
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Final Conclusion: After the test

*** ** * How?

This method helped you work 

better in a group...

This method helped you 

learn English...

Do you want to continue to study this method? Yes / No / I don’t know 

Why? ...



Thank you Prof.sse

Cristina Ciocciola,

Anna Borghi e Paola 

Eleonora Fantoni
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1. Certificate of attendance

To obtain a certificate of attendance, valid to certify

obligatory training hours:
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2. All materials and video lessons are available 

in the Pearson Education Library:



3. Upcoming webinars on 

pearson.it/pearson-academy



Pearson Academy Facebook page

Follow us on Facebook!

You can stay up to date on upcoming

training events. Receive articles and news 

on Italian schools and International 

schools and much more. 

Fan page

Pearson Academy – Italia



Thank you for joining 

us!
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