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Introducing Billy Bot 



you will get all of the slides!
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Today’s lesson Introducing Billy Bot

1. Billy Bot & Generation Alpha

2. Accoglienza

3. Citizenship

4. Visual English

5. Smart Stories





5

Routine happy 
song for the 
beginning of the 
lesson



Wonderful ‘happy’ songs & music: easy to sing along to 

help memory and create a positive class climate
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Super Citizens
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What is a super 
citizen for you?

Scrivete nel chat



Author Team Brunel Brown and Frances Foster
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Help your students to be Super Citizens with Billy Bot

• Respect animals, people and the 

environment

Follow rules at home at school in 

society

• Follow good examples

• Respect diversity

• Billy Bot  guides children to  be 

super citizens with concrete 

examples in the stories
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Billy Bot shows your
students how to respect,
be kind and be …
Super Citizens!
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Super Citizens routine song: Let’s do the 
best we can do, Let’s be good and kind
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Let’s learn English together

Let’s be Super Citizens too

Let’s learn English together

Here’s what we can do

Let’s listen and speak, let’s read

and write

Let’s be Super Citizens, 

let’s do what’s right

Let’s listen and speak, let’s read

and write

Let’s do the best that we can do, 

let’s be good and kind too
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Educazione Civica 
in English



Educazione Civica: Citizenship: Smart Stories



Educazione Civica: Activities to help your students
become ….. Little Thinkers
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A book for  
Generation Alpha



Uno delle caratteristiche principali del libro e lo 

sfondo integratore stimolante che avvicina i 

bambini al mondo del intelligenza artificale. 

Billy Bot e’ un robot simpatico e affettuoso che viene 

assemblato da un gruppo di bambini e che diventa 

loro mentore nel libro Billy Bot Stories for Super 

Citizens. 

Barbara Bacchelli

Billy Bot Teacher’s book 



Generation Alpha 2010-2025
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Generation Alpha are the most globally 

connected generation of children ever

1. There will be the most educated 

Generation in history

2. They are tech-savvy

3. Artificial Intelligence is their reality

4. Their learning is highly personalised

5. Social media will be their dominant mode 

of interaction

6. They do not like the sharing economy

7. They don’t play by the rules

https://generationalpha.com/

https://parenting.firstcry.com/articles/generation-alpha-characteristics-and-parenting-tips/



Generation Alpha 2010-2025
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Generation Alpha are the most globally connected 

generation of children ever

https://generationalpha.com/

https://parenting.firstcry.com/articles/generation-alpha-characteristics-and-parenting-tips/



Generation Alpha and  Billy Bot

20https://generationalpha.com
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Emotions & 
Wellbeing



L’Intelligenza di Billy e’ anche un’intelligenza emotiva, per 

cui il robot si caratterizza per manifestare le proprie 

emozioni cambiando colore e con gesti di empatia e 

affetto nei confronti dei bambini con i quali condivide le 

sfide e le avventure stimolandoli a un miglioramento

continuo verso la cittadinanza attiva e partecipata da 

tutti.  

Barbara Bacchelli

Billy Bot Teacher’s book 



Billy Bot : a different colour for each emotion
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Naming feelings can encourage 
children to understand what they’re 
feeling and why they’re feeling like that



From elementary school to high 
school, happiness is positively 

correlated with motivation and 
academic achievement.

VICTORIA JONES
HARVARD GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION STUDY

https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/uk/15/03/because-
i%E2%80%99m-happy



Emotions can affect the way we learn: 
Billy Bot can help! 
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In a happy classroom and 
school environment
students learn better

Include  emotions in our
learning

Greeting students with a 
smile

Getting students to tell 
you how they feel every
day

Mindful teaching



Look at Billy Bot

How is he feeling in 

this story?



How are you feeling? Make an emoticon and 
hang them up!
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Idea by Teacher Vincenza Lucido 
ICS Emanuele Armaforte
Altofonte (PA)
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Wellbeing



“A tutti sara’ capitato di trovarsi ad 

affrontare un momento di stress 

particolarmente intenso, un momento di 

rabbia o, nel caso di un bambino un 

momento di pianto disperato – indipendente

dalla causa – impossibile da frenare. E a tutti

sara’ capitato di sentirsi dire (o di dire ad 

altri) 

‘fai un bel respiro’.”

Giulia Abbiati – Autrice Breathing Boards

Billy Bot
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Listen & do: Yoga 

Dog Pose
Warrior Pose
Triangle Pose
Tree Pose
Flamingo Pose
Giraffe Pose
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Training in ‘deep breathing’

Our breath is
like an 
anchor: 
Deep 
Breathing
can help 
students find
calm
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Breathing boards
Training in 
Deep
Breathing
can help 
students find
calm
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What effects has the 
pandemic had on 

your students?

Scrivete nel chat
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Learning Loss



Learning Loss – ‘Learning Gap’
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https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/covid-19-and-learning-

loss-disparities-grow-and-students-need-help#



Che cos’e’ il Learning Loss?

Interrompere i percorsi di apprendimento 
per periodi prolungati come ad esempio 

quando una pausa scolastica e’
particolarmente estesa si puo’portare a 

una perdita dei livelli di competenze negli 
studenti

Orizzonte Scuola
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https://www.orizzontescuola.it/il-learning-loss-e-invalsi-cose-e-come-misurare-il-fenomeno-per-la-s-2021-2022-modello-circolare/



We need to choose materials
with a lot of extra support and 
a variety of learning styles  for 

the students.
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A good start
Accoglienza & transition



“… i primi giorni della scuola primaria sono un 

momento importante…….i bambini per la prima 

volta entrano nella ‘scuola dei grandi’ ………nelle 

loro menti e nei loro cuori si mischiano emozione, 

timidezza, curisosità, paura, entusiasmo, 

aspettativa….”

Giulia Abbiati Autrice Accoglienza con Billy Bot
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Transition From Materna to Prima Elementare

• Transition from Materna

• Anxiety of the unknown

• Worrying about Covid 19

• New School 

• New classmates



Special English Accoglienza Module 
Introduction to English in 1A

• Different 
teaching 
styles to

• get used 
to.

• Transition 
activities

• Learning 
to learn

• Learning 
skills 



First lessons - Transition from Scuola 
Materna to 1° Elementare

• .

• Transition 
activities

• Learning 
skills



Do you remember revision lessons
at the beginning of each book in 2 3 5



Quarta Classe - Starter Module 4A 
new school cycle (learning loss)



From quinta elementare to Secondaria

• Transition from Primaria

• Anxiety of the unknown

• Worrying about Covid 19

• New School & Classmates

• New teachers 

• New teaching styles

• School skills (using a dictionary 
correctly) 

• Online research
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Educazione Civica



Chant: Greetings



Song: washing hands

Wet my hands
Put the soap
Rub my hands
Rinse my hands
Dry my hands



Little Thinkers: Determination
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2-3-4-5
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Digital Citizenship



Guided Internet projects
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26 Citizenship stories linked to 
Agenda 2030
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Songs, rhymes and 
chants



Active listening and singing
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Active Listening: Sing the song



Rhymes, Songs & Chants
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CLIL Lessons
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CLIL & Seasons



CLIL through Stories
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Make a story book to remember and retell the story
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@Barbara Piola Turin
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CLIL Lessons linked to stories
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Inclusion



Inclusion
CeDisMa

Universita’ Cattolica

Sacro Cuore

• Clear layout 

• ‘alta leggibilità’ 

• Easy Practice book 2-3-4-5

• Libro liquido (libro parlante 4-5)

• Special Tests DSA 

• Audio and video on MyAPP

• Easy Learning book 4-5
66



Free training course for adopting teachers on  

‘Didattica Differenziata’
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Free Student eBook for any device

- Read aloud (text to speech)
- Change Font, size, contrast
- Change Audio speed

Downloadable off line

eBook for Students
Libro Liquido



69



Extra practice
Invalsi
Dictionary training

Easy Extra Practice Books
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INVALSI



Solid INVALSI practice
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Didattica Digitale 
Integrata



74Pearson 2021 Digital News for Schools

Tante risorse digitali per lo studente
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All the listenings, songs & all the video
Easy to access QR Code 



Libro Liquido ebook for students
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77iDiscover

E book for students

Play audio and 
video easily
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Vocabulary activator for students



79iDiscover

ebook for the teacher (use in class or video 
conferenza) Present in 

class or in 
video 
conferenza

Show 
answers, one 
or all

Focus learner 
attention

Navigate 
easily

Share 
Audio/Video 
from page



Resources for teachers : 
Everything you need for teaching in one 
place  -Piattaforma KM Zero



81Pearson 2021 Digital News for Schools

KM0Google 
Classrooms

Microsoft
Teams

Exercises & videos for teachers to use in 
English Lessons in Didattica Digitale 

Integrata



Verifiche in Google moduli :  Grammar & Vocabulary
1A-5A   classe
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Visual English



Visual English Learning blocks
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Practical way to teach children
to build sentences.
Helps memory and understanding
Video
Word cards
Alta legibilità



Visual English video lessons
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Culture
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Civiltà: Around the world



Civiltà videos: United Kingdom & London Video

89



Make a mini books



London Lap Book and Flap Book 

91www.kidscando.it
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Storytelling & 
Citizenship
26 stories!



‘If you want your children to be intelligent, read them 
fairy tales. If you want them to be more intelligent, 

read them more fairy tales. ”

Albert Einstein



Billy Bot ‘Happy’ Song: at the beginning of each
story

Let’s learn English, 

English with Billy Bot!

I listen and say!

I sing and play!

English is fun! Hooray! Hooray!
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Smart Stories for Smart Citizens on video



Video Dialogues



Smart Citizens
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CLIL and Global Goals Lessons
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26 stories linked to the UN Global Sustainable 
Development Goals
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Tommy 
the 
Wallaby

102





CLIL Project: Plastic
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Classic fairytales
& stories



‘If you want your children to be intelligent, read 
them fairy tales. If you want them to be more 

intelligent, read them more fairy tales. ”

Albert Einstein
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Classe 1a
Little Red Hen

1 1

105 103  Listen and sing the song. This is the way I count the seeds.

99



Storytime - Little Red Hen
Make finger puppets

109



11

0
Presentation Title Arial Bold 7 pt

Classe 2a

Classe 3a

Classe 4a

Classe 5a





A virtual play or for the end of the year including 
everyone

The Wizard of Oz: A virtual play

Children make their costumes
They all dress up
During the virtual play they read or say
their part!
Invite the parents to a video 
conference meeting

Isabella Marini Scuola 
Saffi Roma



Who are the characters?



This is the story of a beautiful

princess. She has got a favourite toy.  

It’s a goldenball.

She plays with her ball every day.

4

One day she is in her
garden.  She throws the
ball in the air and it falls
in the pond.



Life Cycle of a frog

www.kidscando.it



Spring Flashcards
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Canterville Ghost: Getting ready for Secondary
School

11

7
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21 Century Skills



Little Thinkers:

How do you feel when?



First Thursday of November 2021 – International day 
against bullying at school
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How to use the internet

12

1



12

2

Using the internet safely
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Pronunciation & 
Phonics



What are phonics? 

12

4
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• Without instruction children will use 
sounds from L1 (Italian)

• There are completely new sounds in L2 
(English)

• English is not pronounced as it is written

• Phonics can help with sounds and spelling

Why is teaching pronunciation important ?



Spelling: Grammar & Phonics



Grammar and Phonics

12
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Grammar and Phonics

12

8
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Which letters of the 
English Alphabet are 

NOT in the Italian 
Alphabet?

Write in the chat!



Letters not in the Italian Alphabet JKWZY

13

0
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Makes children aware of 

the existence of these 

letters

Familiarises them with the 

correct pronunciation / 

new sounds

Funny illustrations and 

sentences

Tongue twisters



13
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Read, find and circle the letter ‘w’

13

2



Phonics – ‘th’

13

3
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Learning to Learn



13

5

Self evaluation for students at the end of 
each book
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Classe Prima



Billy Bot 1 
Stories for Super Citizens

+ Super Photo Dictionary Student’s Book and 
Workbook

+ Festival Crafts for Kids



Billy Bot 1 – the structure

- Unità di accoglienza – Starter Unit

- 5 units – Beautiful Colours, Happy at School, Let’s
Count, Delicious Food, Animals Everywhere

- Reader – The Little Red Hen a fine libro

- Sezione finale Tracing Pages + Songs and Rhymes



Billy Bot 1 – Integrated workbook makes things easier

Attività divertenti 

con approccio ludico
Una doppia di Workbook

per riprendere a casa, o 

durante il doposcuola, 

quanto svolto in classe 

Smart Stories da 

ascoltare: 

inclusione, 

affettività, 

accoglienza, 

emozioni



Billy Bot 1 – Festival Crafts for Kids – no photocopying!

Arts & Crafts cut out book for festivities



Super Photo Dictionary to learn vocabulary
effectively

Visual approach

‘Alta Leggibilità’

Lexical sets to help 

memory

Photos (più riconoscibili)

Activities

Audio for pronunciation
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Classe Seconda



Billy Bot 2
Stories for Super Citizens

Student’s Book and 

Workbook
+ Reader –

The Frog Prince 
+ Easy Practice



Billy Bot 2 – Unit structure



Billy Bot 2 – Unit structure
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Classe Terza



Billy Bot 3
Stories for Super Citizens

Student’s Book and 

Workbook

+ Reader – Jack and the 

Beanstalk

+ Easy Practice



Grammar and Phonics



Smart Stories linked to Agenda 2020



Global Goals for kids CLIL 

Activities
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Classe Quarta & 
Quinta



Classe quarta & quinta

Classe quarta

Classe quinta

Student’s Book con 

Workbook

Easy Practice + 

Starter Module

My Super Active 

Grammar

Reader – The Wizard

Student’s Book con 

Workbook

Easy Practice Reader – The Canterville

Ghost



Billy Bot 4 – unit structure

Objectives

Opening song

Vocabulary presentation

Song or chant
Educazione Civica

Revision and recycling

Grows with the children
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5

Visual English with video
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Dialogues towards Scuola 

Secondaria I Grado

Civiltà 

INVALSI
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Billy Bot 4 – Integrated workbook – easier to use

Revision and consolidation

Clear grammar for communication

Phonics
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Billy Bot 4 – Smart Stories Global Goals and CLIL

Autovalutazione
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Billy Bot 5 – Unit structure Photographic unit opener

Get ready for secondary school

Nei dialoghi 

storie  inclusive: 

diversità, 

disabilità, 

bullismo, parità 

di genere
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0

Sezione 

INVALSI a fine 

volume

Grammar con 

focus su 

INVALSI a fine 

unità

Temi attuali, 

attenzione al 

mondo digitale e 

alla cittadinanza 

digitale
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CLIL Lessons after the story

Good Hygiene



Story cards for 
the teacher

164



Reading comprehension
activities ‘Invalsi style’ for  Smart Stories

16
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Sleepovers in the museum

16

7
https://www.britishmuseum.org/membership/sleepovers
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Resources for the 
teacher



Teacher’s books with CD for all the listenings and 

the tests for every level



Teachers book complete guidance
‘programmazione’ for each lesson



Programmazione per Didattica Digitale 
Integrata already prepared

17

1



Visual Teachers book in colour : 
Lezioni passo passo ‘step by step’ 



Nuovi criteri di valutazione



Tests Fila A & B & DSA

17
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Games in the teachers book

17
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Projects and ideas for teaching CLIL 

176
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pt

Worksheets to use in class on Writing, Listening, Speaking, 
Festivities, Vocabulary, Citizenship, Songs, IT, CLIL, Culture 
Arts and Crafts …. and more



17
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Festivities



Easter Time Lessons

Bunny Song
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Special days



183

What date is Earth 
Day?

Write in the chat



Earth Day – Thursday 22 April 2021

18

4
https://www.bbcearth.com/earthkids/



Earth Day – Thursday 22 April 2021

18
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Earth Day: Are you a responsible citizen?

18
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Next meeting 
Frances Foster 
and Brunel 
Brown!

18
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https://www.pearson.it/webinar/3291/83/convegno_online_stories_for_super_citizens%E2%80%A6_and_sup

er_teachers?iesError=login_required&iesErrorDescription=Login+required






