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       Reading Habits Dialogue


Read the dialogue about reading habits. Explain the meaning of the underlined words to your partner. Use a dictionary to help, if necessary.

Interviewer:
Can I ask you a few questions about the type of books you usually read, please? 


I work for the local lending library and we are doing a survey on people’s reading 


habits.

Student:


Yes, certainly. What would you like you know?

Interviewer:
Well, firstly could you quantify the amount of time you spend reading?

Student:


I read a lot. That’s for sure, but it’s difficult off the top of my head to put 



an exact amount of time to it. I read at all sorts of odd moments – on the bus or 


underground on my way to and from school. I also read in the bath and 



at night just before I fall asleep. I suppose it must all add up to about twenty or so 


hours a week.

Interviewer:
That’s a lot. Well above average, I would imagine. Do you have many books at 


home?

Student:


We have quite a big collection of books at home. My grandfather died three 


years ago and we inherited all of his books. 

Interviewer:
He had a big collection?

Student:


Yes, he was a researcher and had a very extensive library. Also most of the 


presents I get for my birthday or New Year are books.

Interviewer:
Do you also make use of the local lending library and reference library?

Student:


Yes, I regularly borrow books from the local library, but I don’t tend to use the 


reference section very much. There is really no shortage of reading material at 


home! 

Interviewer:
Do you have any favourite authors or types of books?

Student:


Yes, my favourite books are historical novels. I love to read about events in the 


past. I’m really crazy about that genre.

Now practise the dialogue with a partner. Take it in turns to be the interviewer.
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