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Reading

Why is it still so hard to be a female scriptwriter in the UK?

Scriptwriting has never been an easy field. 1 ( Nevertheless, I was shocked to read the results

of a study commissioned by the Writers’ Guild of Great Britain (WGGB) which looked into employment opportunities for female scriptwriters in the British films and TV programmes. 2 (
The report analysed more than ten years of data and highlights clear gender inequality within the film and TV industries. The WGGB hope that the results will increase pressure on the industry to work harder for equality. 3 ( ‘They kept saying things were improving, but more than a decade later this new research shows that the number of women writing films hasn’t risen at all.’

4 ( Statistics show that films and TV shows written by women are received much more positively, by both critics and the general viewing public, than those written by men. ‘All we’re asking for is a meritocracy for all writers regardless of gender, race, disabilities or class,’ said the WGGB’s president at a recent press conference. 5 (
 1 
Five sentences have been removed from the article. Choose from the sentences A-F 
to fit each gap (1-5). There is one extra.

A
Moreover, when you look at the viewing figures, the current lack of women doesn’t seem to make any sense.

B 
Recently, the WGGB have announced a campaign demanding action against inequality, and some of Britain’s most famous female writers have already got involved.

C
According to their research, only 28% of TV episodes and just 16% of films are written by


women. 
D
‘Let us into the meetings. Work with us. We have amazing stories to tell. Let us tell them,’ the WGGB’s president added.

E
After all, it’s highly competitive and so it’s not surprising that people who choose this profession often have difficulty finding work.

F
‘I have been campaigning for gender equality ever since my first feature film,’ says the president of the guild, herself a successful writer.
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Grammar and vocabulary

 2 
Choose the correct alternative.
1
What did you do / have you done / were you doing since you arrived / have arrived / had arrived at the hotel this morning?

2
We only had a few / few / little vegetables left, so I bought / ’ve bought / ’d bought some on the way home.

3
Rachel and I used to be / would be / has been best friends as soon as / until / while she met Naomi. Then she never spoke to me again.

4
There’s already so lot of / many / much plastic in the oceans and it got / ’s getting / get worse every day.

5
As soon as she ’s met / met / ’d met her new manager, Jessica knew she ’s seen / saw / ’d seen his face somewhere before.

6
OK, I’ll help you but I hope it doesn’t take / hasn’t taken / isn’t taking too long. I’ve got very a little / few / little time to spare.

7
Suzanne didn’t stay / hadn’t been staying / wasn’t staying with the Smith family for long before she ’d realised / realised / was realising there was something very special about them.

8
Jake spends / ’s spending / ’s been spending a lot of time in his room recently. I hope he feels / ’s feeling / ’s been feeling OK. I ’m thinking / think / ’ve thought I’ll go and ask him.

9
I knew / ’ve known / ’ve been knowing my best friend for years. We became / ’ve become / were becoming friends while we studied / ’ve been studying / were studying in high school.

........... /20

 3 
Complete the sentences using the correct future form of the verbs and the words in 
brackets.

1
I hope you __________________ (visit) me while you __________________ (be) in Portugal next summer.

2
I’m afraid Victoria isn’t here at the moment. Call again this evening, but __________________ (not phone) before 7 because she __________________


(probably / still / work).

3
Just think, this time next week I __________________ (work) at this company for over five years! But I bet they __________________ (not give) me a pay rise when I ask.

4
There’s no need to panic. I know the project isn’t finished, but we __________________ (work) all weekend. We __________________ (definitely / finish) everything before the presentation on Monday.

5
We have two possible flights options. The first one __________________ (leave) really early, so I think we __________________ (probably / choose) the second option, but I’d better speak to Alison first, just to confirm that.
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 4 
Complete the sentences with the words below.
compulsory loan trips gap degree workshop

marks classmates tutor certificate

1
My old school organised lots of __________________ to local places of interest.

I thought they were great fun but some of my __________________ hated them.

2
I had a great __________________ at university. That’s probably why I got such a good result in my __________________ , which then helped me get a good job. However, it took me years to finish paying my student __________________ .

3
When my grandparents went to school, __________________ education was only until the age of 14.

4
Everyone who attends next week’s __________________ on public speaking will

receive a __________________ of attendance.

5
Although William always got top __________________ in physics, during his

__________________ year he decided he wanted to study maths at university instead.
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 5 
Complete the sentences with the appropriate words. The first letters are given.
1
I never used to be interested in f____________ as a g____________ , but Game of 
Thrones changed all that.

2
I’m going to stop going to that book club. They never choose anything interesting, only girl’s c____________ l____________ or the latest trashy r____________ . It’s like they’re obsessed with love stories!

3
If you want to know more about the a____________ and where her inspiration came


from, you should read this b____________ of her life.

4
We are studing modern poets in English. Our teacher makes us r____________ 
p____________ in class. He said it helps with our rhythm and intonation.

5
His latest thriller isn’t very good. The c____________ are excellent as usual, and some of their dialogues are superb, but the p____________ is too complicated. It’s very hard to follow.
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Language in use

 6 
Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.
Although this novel is a 1__________________ (FICTION) account of the artist’s life, the attention to detail and the research behind it makes it very 2__________________ (BELIEVE). But despite the level of detail, it never becomes an 3__________________ (END) list of facts. The book is very 4__________________ (BEAUTY) written, and there are many 5__________________ (DESCRIBE) passages regarding the artist’s most 6__________________ (FAME) landscapes. The novel captures very well

the 7__________________ (LOCATE) chosen by the painter, it is easy to understand why the author is so 8__________________ (ACCLAIM). It is 9__________________ (DEFINITE) one of my top ten books this year. There are is even talk of making a film 10__________________ (ADAPT) new year.
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Functions

 7 
Complete the sentences with only one word in each gap.

1 _____________ I start with this point?

2 What do you think _____________ that?

3 Hang on. I’m not sure I _____________ you exactly.

4 Oh, sorry. In that case, let me put it in _____________ way.

5 Thanks, now it makes _____________ .

........... /5

Writing

 8 
Complete the review with only one word in each gap.
This is the second book in the New Worlds 1______ and is the 2______ to the bestselling Ice, Fire and Stone. So, as you can imagine, my expectations were high but it was 3______ better than I thought! The thing I like 4______ is that you never know what’s going to happen next – it’s such a page-turner. The only 5______ I would make is that now I’ll have to wait for the third and final part to come out to find out how it all ends! I don’t know if my nerves can take it.

........... /5

 9 
You have seen the following announcement on your college website. Write your 
review (140-190 words) in an appropriate style.

Film reviews wanted

Have you seen a film which had a huge effect or impact on you?

Write us a review of the film, explaining what the film was about and why it had such an effect or impact on you.

Tell us whether or not you would recommend this film to people of all ages.

The best reviews will be uploaded onto our website.
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